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that the Company of Stationers was grown so large
chat none could be Master or Warden until he was
well advanced in life, and therefore unable to keep
a vigilant eye on the trade, while a printer did not
become Master once in ten or twenty years. They
argue that the best expedient for checking these
disorders and ensuring lawful printing, would be
to incorporate the printers into a distinct body,
and they advocate the registration of presses, the
right of search, and the enforcement of sureties.
Finally, they claim that this plan would also do
much to improve printing as an art, as under the
existing conditions there was no encouragement
to the printers to produce good work.

This petition, though it does not seem to have
received any official reply, was noticed by Sir
Roger L'Estrange in the Proposals which he laid
before the House of Parliament, and which un-
doubtedly formed the basis of the Act of 1662.
Sir Roger L'Estrange had been an active adherent
of the Royal cause, and soon after the Restoration,
on the 22nd February 1661-62, he was granted a
warrant to search for and seize unlicensed presses
and seditious books (State Papers, Charles II,
Vol. li. No- 6). A. list is still extant of books which
he had seized at the office of John Hayes, one of
the signatories of the above petition. So that
although the office of Surveyor of the Press was
not officially created until 1663, it is clear from
the issue of the warrant, and also from the fact